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Introduction

At HSBC Global Asset Management, we bring you the best of 

what our multi-specialist investment teams have to offer.

HSBC Global Investment Funds is HSBC’s global flagship fund 

range. They cover a range of asset classes and investment 

styles as well as geographical regions.

How are the HSBC GIF funds structured?

HSBC Global Investment Funds is structured as a SICAV 

(Societe d’Investissement à Capital Variable) and is domiciled in 

Luxembourg. It contains over 50 sub-funds (as at January 2017).

The range qualifies under the European UCITS IV 

(Undertakings for Collective Investments in Transferable 

Securities) Directive.

Navigating through HSBC Global 
Investment Funds

Our HSBC Global Investment Funds range can be approached 

in several ways:

1. By asset class. We offer equity and bond funds as well as  

other categories.

a) Our range of equity funds has mandates that cover 

core, smaller companies, equity income, specialist, active 

quantitative and non-benchmarked funds.

b) Our range of bond funds span government debt to 

corporate credit and from aggregate mandates to country-

specific bond funds.

2. By investment objectives or theme. Our specialist 

and thematic mandates include global emerging markets, 

regional and single country funds as well as areas such as 

climate change. 

3. If you are looking for emerging markets capabilities. We 

have a truly comprehensive global emerging markets offering.  

All are backed by our emerging markets and Asian equity 

research teams and managed by lead managers with local 

knowledge and regular access to the companies in which they 

are investing. 

Please refer to the Key Investor Information Document and full prospectus before making an investment decision. As 
with any investment where the underlying investments are stocks and shares, the price of shares in HSBC Global Investment 
Funds and any income from them can go down as well as up, is not guaranteed, and you may not get back the amount of 
your original investment.
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Strong emerging markets asset management capability

We consider ourselves one of the world’s leading emerging 

markets asset managers. We are also part of one of the world’s 

largest financial services organisations. We continually update 

our range of emerging markets strategies as these markets 

evolve and new opportunities arise.

Access our leading emerging markets asset management 

capability 

We are a leader in the provision of emerging markets funds 

worldwide, USD115.5 billion (as at 30 September 2016) of 

assets under management in emerging markets and emerging 

markets strategies.

Draw from our broad range of specialist strategies

From our award-winning regional emerging market equity and 

fixed income strategies to our long established single country 

equity strategies, we have funds that cover almost every part 

of the emerging markets universe.

We are able to offer access to some of the world’s fastest-

growing markets.

Take advantage of our global knowledge and local insight

We differentiate ourselves through our ability to successfully 

combine global resources with local insight. We endeavour 

to uncover exciting investment opportunities from within the 

emerging markets and to provide extensive access to these 

rapidly developing markets.

When searching for emerging markets strategies, look no 

further than HSBC Global Asset Management and our HSBC 

Global Investment Funds range.
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Types of Funds

   Equity Funds

The equity funds in the range normally invest in securities 

which are registered or listed on the world’s major stock 

market exchanges or regulated securities markets.

HSBC Group’s global research capabilities are combined with 

our regional investment teams’ local knowledge to select 

underlying equities, without reference to a benchmark or 

index weighting.

These funds give you a variety of attractive investment 

options, whatever your attitude or outlook. 

If you choose to invest in some funds you should understand 

that in return for higher growth potential there is a greater risk 

that you may lose money and may not receive back all the 

money you originally invested.

   Bond Funds 

Most funds invest in investment grade fixed interest 

securities (at least “BBB” rated by Standard & Poor’s or 

equivalent) and other similar securities. However, some may 

also invest in non-investment grade fixed income bonds 

(bonds rated below “BBB” by Standard & Poor’s or equivalent) 

which involve a higher risk of default on repayment. Where 

bonds are the underlying assets of the fund, the value of the 

fund can be affected by interest rates, which can cause the 

value of bonds to fall as well as rise. Generally they rise when 

interest rates fall and fall when interest rates rise. (Prices can 

also be effected by changes to credit ratings of the issuer).

   Other Funds

In addition, there are a small number of funds which do 

not fall into these categories. These investments offer you 

an unusual amount of flexibility as the manager can select 

appropriate asset types depending on prevailing market 

conditions. Please refer to the prospectus for details of 

these funds.

These types of funds will invest in freely traded securities, 

money market instruments and other liquid assets. Reserve 

funds are generally considered lower risk than equity or 

bond funds and so could be of interest to a cautious investor 

looking to outperform cash in the medium term (at least five 

years). They are denominated in a variety of currencies and so 

they may also be used by investors looking for exposure to 

foreign currency markets.
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Dealing times

Share prices of the funds are calculated at 11am (Luxembourg 

time) on every business day in Luxembourg.

If we receive your investment instructions before 5pm 

UK time, the purchase and redemption price used will be 

calculated on the following business day.

Please refer to the prospectus for valuation time.

Charges

Initial charge

This is up to 5.54% and is included in the purchase price of 

your shares in each fund. The initial charge is a one off fee and 

therefore will not be refunded if you decide to cash in your 

investment. We do not make a charge when you sell your shares.

Annual management charge

An annual charge is levied on each of the funds within HSBC 

Global Investment Funds. This varies between 0.35% and 

1.75% (please see the prospectus for full details) according 

to the complexity and costs involved in managing the 

underlying investments of each fund. Some funds may also 

be subject to a performance fee.

Ongoing Charges Figure (OCF)

The Ongoing Charges Figure (OCF), which is broadly 

equivalent to the previous Total Expense Ratio, provides a 

measure of what it costs to invest in a fund on an ongoing 

basis. The OCF is made up of the Annual Management 

Charge (AMC) and other operating costs. Other operating 

costs including the costs for other services paid for by the 

fund, such as the fees paid to trustees (or depositaries), 

custodian, auditors and regulators. Please refer to the Key 

Investor Information Document for each individual fund for 

more details.

Switching fee

If you switch to another fund in the Freedom Plus range that 

has a higher initial charge, the difference will be deducted 

from your investment.

Performance fees

Certain funds charge a performance fee when the fund’s 

performance exceeds a certain threshold. Please refer to your 

fund list and the relevant prospectus for further information.

If you have any questions about charges or would like 

additional up-to-date information please call us on  

+44 1534 606389. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded 

for security and service improvement purposes.

Tax

HSBC Global Investment Funds is based in Luxembourg, an 

internationally recognised financial centre. As a result, the 

internal taxation of the funds is very low at just 0.05% per 

annum of their net asset value, except for the Euro Reserve 

which carries an even lower charge of only 0.01% per annum of 

their net asset value. Please see the prospectus for more details.

You may be liable to personal taxation on the profits, income 

and gains realised from, or accruing within, the underlying 

investments under the domestic tax laws of the country in 

which you are resident and/or a country in which you are 

liable to taxation. It is your responsibility to disclose your 

income to the tax authorities. We therefore recommend that 

you seek independent tax advice as to the treatment of your 

investments if you decide to invest through this service.

As with any investment you should ensure that the fund 

is appropriate not only to your tax position but also to your 

personal investment needs. Any tax information in this 

brochure is based on our understanding of current and 

proposed legislation and practice. The legislation and practice 

may be subject to change.
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Key Risks

This is an integral part of the “Freedom Plus” brochure and 

should be read in conjunction with it. Please refer to the 

main brochure for additional important information. Before 

investing in any of the products in the HSBC Global Investment 

Funds range, please read the full Prospectus and the sub-

funds relevant Key Investor Information Document for more 

information and a detailed explanation of the risks involved.

Market

A broad range of funds are available from both developed 

and emerging markets. Some funds focus on one particular 

country, geographic region or sector whereas others are spread 

throughout the globe. These factors can affect the level of 

volatility and potential for return.

Investments in emerging markets are by their nature higher 

risk and potentially more volatile than those in established 

markets. Emerging markets are generally, but not exclusively, 

those countries that are not within the United States, Canada, 

Switzerland, Japan, Australia and New Zealand, and members of 

the European Economic Area.

Currency

Where your base currency differs from the currency in which 

the fund is denominated, or where the investment manager 

buys stocks and shares in currencies other than that of the 

fund, you will have an exchange rate exposure, which could 

affect the value of your investment.

Asset type

Broadly speaking, higher risk funds invest entirely in equities 

and are exposed to stock market fluctuations. They also have the 

potential for higher returns than other assets.

Bond related funds also risk your capital. However the assets in 

these funds reflect a less volatile market with greater security. 

Therefore they may offer a lower potential return.

As with any investment where the underlying investments 

are stocks and shares, the price of shares in HSBC Global 

Investment Funds and any income from them can go down  

as well as up, is not guaranteed, and you may not get back the 

amount of your original investment.

Remember, these funds should be considered as a medium  

to long-term commitment, for example at least five years.

The above is not a full list of all the risks that apply to the funds within HSBC Global Investment Funds. Investors and 
potential investors should read the relevant Key Investor Information Document or full prospectus for a full list of risk 
warnings prior to making an investment in a fund.



Important notes

Any decision to invest in HSBC Global Investment Funds should 

be based on the content of the Prospectus, Application Terms  

and Conditions and Nominee Service Agreement.

UK and Isle of Man investors will not be protected by statutory 

compensation arrangements if they invest in any of the HSBC 

Global Investment Funds. Should a fund fail, investors are 

reminded that they will be excluded from the benefit of the 

rules and regulations made under the UK Financial Services 

and Markets Act 2000 including the UK Financial Services 

Compensation Scheme and Financial Services Act 2012. 

For further details on these sub-funds and past performance or 

charges please visit the web site at: www.expat.hsbc.com/1/2/

jerseyfundinvestments or call +44 1534 606389* (Monday to 

Friday exc. UK and Jersey Bank Holidays, 9am to 5pm UK time). 

*To help us continually improve our services and in the interests 

of security we may monitor and/or record your communications 

with us.

This offer is not available to residents of Australia,  

Canada, Hong Kong, Malaysia, United States of America  

or New Zealand.

This is an integral part of the HSBC Freedom Plus brochure 

and should be read in conjunction with it. Before investing 

in any of the products in the HSBC Global Investment 

Funds range, please read the full Prospectus and the sub-

funds relevant Key Investor Information Document for more 

information and a detailed explanation of the risks involved.

Issued by and approved in the UK by HSBC Global Asset 

Management (UK) Limited which is registered in England at 8 

Canada Square, London E145HQ. Authorised and regulated by 

the Financial Conduct Authority and entered on the Financial 

Conduct Authority register as number 122335.

Distributed by HSBC Bank International Limited which is 

registered in Jersey under registration number 2818. Its 

registered office is at HSBC House, Esplanade, St Helier, Jersey 

JE4 8WP. HSBC Bank International Limited is regulated by the 

Jersey Financial Services Commission for Investment and Fund 

Services Business. Investors in HSBC Portfolios will not be 

afforded some of the protections conveyed by the provisions of 

the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. This material does 

not constitute an invitation, or solicitation to make an investment 

in the Fund to any person to whom it is unlawful.

All applications are made on the basis of the current HSBC 

Global Investment Funds Prospectus and most recent annual and 

semi-annual reports which are available at www.expat.hsbc.com. 

The shares in HSBC Global Investment Funds have not been 

and will not be offered for sale or sold in the United States of 

America, its territories or possessions and all areas subject to its 

jurisdiction, or to United States Persons.  
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